[bookmark: _GoBack]From the Tacoma team:

Hi again, Kathleen,
I forgot to mention, Ron and I met with the Deacon responsible for family life issues earlier this month.  He is very supportive and will be sending info about our weekends to churches in the weekly messages the Archdiocese sends to parishes.  We also asked him to put a link to Beginning Experience on the Archdiocese website's family life page.  By the next day, he not only did that, but had an electronic version of our brochure available as well!!  See  http://www.archdpdx.org/family/   

Thanks for the great help you've given teams by helping us share what works in other places!!  Here's the letter I sent to priests earlier this month:

Dear Father,

My guess is that you are very aware that in Familiaris Consortio (November 22, 1981), Pope John Paul made many statements about marriage and the importance of strong marriages in creating healthy families.  However, at the end of this document (section 83), he also said,

"Loneliness and other difficulties are often the lot of separated spouses especially when they are the innocent parties. The ecclesial community must support such people more than ever. It must give them much respect, solidarity, understanding and practical help, so that they can preserve their fidelity even in their difficult situation; and it must help them to cultivate the need to forgive which is inherent in Christian love and to be ready perhaps to return to their former married life."

As I have registered people for Beginning Experience Weekends the last few years, I frequently have people tell me that they wish they had found this grief support group years earlier, when their grief was new.  When I tell them we have been holding three retreats a year since 1978, they are confused about why they haven't heard of it before.  I’m frustrated by this because we send information to Catholic churches all over northwestern Oregon before each of our Weekends.  Part of the issue, I realize, is that not everyone reads their church bulletin every week.

Then I reflected that many of the Oregon Beginning Experience team members learned of this opportunity because our priest handed us a brochure when he learned of this trauma in our lives.  Our team includes widowed, divorced and separated people who have been helped by this support when we were raw with grief.   Many of us are divorced because our spouse left us ... divorced in the eyes of society, but still married in the eyes of the church. All of us feel a calling to help those who are also grieving. 

I am writing to you today to ask if I can mail brochures to you to have available as you counsel your parishioners, and more brochures for a pamphlet rack.  Please let me know by return email how many you would like me to mail to you, or call me at 503-390-7971.  I’ve attached an electronic copy of our brochure to this email.

Our next retreat is March 5 - 7.  I've included a possible announcement for your parish bulletin. It would be helpful if it were to appear the weekends of Feb 13 -14, 20 -21, and 27-28. Thank you so much for taking the time to read this long email.  If you'd like to learn more, you can use the link on the Archdiocese website: http://www.archdpdx.org/family/

Sincerely,

Margi Harp
Beginning Experience of Oregon

 Something similar to the following would work for a bulletin announcement, but please feel free to edit it to fit the your own needs.   

                                   Grief Recovery Weekend

Are you, or someone you love, grieving the end of a marriage from a death or a dIvorce?  A grief recovery retreat for the widowed, separated and divorced will be held the weekend of March 5 - 7 at The Griffin Center in Milwaukie, near Clackamas Town Center. (Registration by March 2 is recommended)

The retreat consists of presentations by Beginning Experience team members, periods for private personal reflection and sharing in small groups. The weekend begins on Friday evening and concludes Sunday afternoon. The cost of $195 includes lodging for 2 nights in a double room, meals and resource materials. Special arrangement may be made for payment, and partial scholarships are available.

Please call Margi Harp at 503-390-7971 for more information. You could also email using this address: margi8280@comcast.net.   Additional information may be found using the link on the Archdiocese website   http://www.archdpdx.org/family/                      

OTHER INFORMATION YOU MIGHT LIKE TO KNOW:  Beginning Experience, a peer ministry, was created with the help of the founders of Marriage Encounter in the 70's. The Oregon team, active since 1978, provides 3 healing Weekends each year.  It is a peer ministry of people who have benefited from this program and have received training to offer the opportunity to others.
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