BEGINNING EXPERIENCE INTERNATIONAL MINISTRY, INC.

SAMPLE COMMISSIONING OF TEAM AND BOARD

This ceremony can be conducted near the end of Mass, on a team renewal day, or other special team event. Can be combined with a moving on ceremony for those leaving team.

REFLECTIVE MUSIC (CAN BE INSTRUMENTAL)

LIGHT A CHRIST CANDLE

Presider (could be spiritual director): We are gathered here today to celebrate the commissioning of the Beginning Experience® team of ____________________.

We appreciate the dedication, love and support that you give freely to this ministry of wounded healers, reaching out to others who are wounded to walk with them on their grief journey. You are loved and needed. We invite and encourage you as members of this Beginning Experience® team to be healing servants to the wounded in your midst.

As your name is called, will you please come forward: (CALL OUT NAMES; PRESENT EACH PERSON WITH TAPER LIT FROM CHRIST CANDLE) 

Presider:  Please indicate your willingness to serve by answering “I do.” Do you accept Christ’s invitation to accept healing in your own life through prayer, listening to God’s word, and through your work as a member of this team?

Team members: I do.

Presider: You have been called to become healing servants to His wounded people. Do you promise to bring the healing presence of Christ to the separated, divorced and widowed persons who come to your programs by sharing with them some of the many gifts and insights you have discovered through your own sufferings—sufferings which express the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection in your lives and in the lives of those you are called to serve?

Team members: I do.

Presider:  Do you agree to fulfill the responsibilities that serving in this ministry requires, responsibilities to continue your own growth, to participate in training and in community, and to be faithful to the Beginning Experience® process, mission and vision?

Team members: I do.

Presider: On behalf of the worldwide community of wounded healers, in faith and gratitude, we accept your willingness to respond to God’s call. I commission you to be healing servants to the separated, divorced and widowed among you.

And now, will the members of the newly elected board remain standing—the rest of the team may blow out your candles and be seated.

As the Beginning Experience® ministry cannot be borne on the shoulders of one person, the growth of the team and the weight of critical decisions must be shared by a body representing the Beginning Experience® community. The Board of Directors is that group of persons to which the team has entrusted the authority for team administration. Please respond, “We do.”

Do you as the elected Board of Beginning Experience of ____________ accept this authority and responsibility?

The Beginning Experience® ministry is sacramental in nature, therefore church. Do you hold yourselves accountable to that which is church, namely the entire people of God?

The Board’s fundamental responsibility is to maintain the integrity of the Beginning Experience® process as it continues to heal people going through the stages of grief and transition. Do you accept this responsibility? 

Do you pledge to ensure the on-going formation of the team with team selection and training in keeping with the guidelines furnished by the Beginning Experience International Ministry, Inc.?

Do you pledge to cooperate with the local Church and its representatives in its ministry to the separated, divorced and widowed?

Do you pledge to to fulfill your responsibilities for oversight of the team's finances and completing required documents and reports?

We have heard your pledge. (Turns to the team.)  

Do you, as the team of Beginning Experience of ________________ accept their commitment to function as your Board?

Please answer, “We do.”

Then on behalf of this team, we pledge our prayerful support for each of you as you fulfill your important responsibilities on our behalf and on behalf of the ministry in our community.

This commissioning celebration of Beginning Experience of _____________ is now complete. We rejoice together in the love and commitment pledged here today to helping the wounded hearts in our midst.

SONG (Here I Am Lord, The Servant Song, or other appropriate music).

HUGS

